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Poovorawan Y, Sanpavat S, Pongpunlert W, Tannirandorn Y, Sentrakul P, Chitinand S.
Knowledge and acceptance of viral hepatitis B in pregnant women. Chula Med J 1987 Mar;
31 (3) : 201-205

Hepatitis from hepatitis B virus is a major public health problem. Education re-
garding its effect and prevention is a step toward controlling the spread of the disease.

A study was performed by interviewing 314 pregnant women who attended the
initial prenatal care at Chulalongkorn Hospital from November I*' - December 30, 1986
about their knowledge and acceptance of the disease. Knowledge about viral hepatitis
and its hazard was possessed by only 11.8% of the subjects, and significantly more by
those more than 25 years of age or who have obtained higher education. (X° = 8.92,
p <0.005 ; X? = 46.1, p <0.001) respectively. Eighty two percent of the subjects were
not awared of the existence of hepatitis B vaccine. The number who knew of the vaccine
with secondary school or higher diploma (32.9%), was significantly more than those without
(16.6%). There was no correlation between knowledge and occupation or gravida or income.
However, when informed about the possibility of vertical transmission of viral hepatitis B,
they were willing to submit themselves to the screening test and their off-springs to vac-
cination (98.4%). Therefore, health education about the transmission and hazard of viral
hepatitis B helped to increase the acceptance of hepatitis B vaccination.
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