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Introduction : Breast cancer is considered a systemic disease rather than a localized
one. Therefore, surgery and radiation which are local treatment may
not be enough. Systemic treatment such as chemotherapy may be
needed as an additional therapy. Although chemotherapy is an
effective treatment, but it has side effects on physical and psychological
aspects anxiety and depression which are the most common symptoms
in breast cancer patients.

Objective : To study the prevalence of anxiety and depression and related factors
in breast cancer patients receiving chemotherapy at King Chulalongkorn
Memorial Hospital.

Setting . Chemotherapy Center, Qutpatient Department of King Chulalongkorn
Memorial Hospital.

Research design : Cross - sectional descriptive study.

Patients . Female breast cancer patients receiving chemotherapy, age above
18 years old.

Methods . Two hundred and thirty-six female breast cancer patients receiving
chemotherapy, were recruited info the study from October 2008 —
February 2009. All subjects were requested to completed four
questionnaires: 1) demographic data, 2) Thai — Hospital Anxiety and
Depression Scales (Thai — HADS), 3) Life Stress Event questionnaires,
4) Social Support questionnaires. Data analysis was performed by using
SPSS software version 16. Statistics figures include percentage, mean,
standard deviation, Chi-square, One-way ANOVA, and Stepwise Multiple
Linear Regression, level of significance is set at 0.05.
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Result : The prevalence of anxiety and depression in breast cancer patients
receiving chemotherapy were 8.9% and 9.3%. Faclors associated with
anxiety are as follows: status, age of diagnosis, severity of pain from
breast cancer, side effects before and after receiving chemotherapy
and life stressful events. Factors associated with depression are as
follows: age, status, age of diagnosis, severily of pain from breast
cancer, side effects before and after receiving chemotherapy, stressful
events and social supports. The factors which predicted anxiety were
insomnia symptoms after receiving chemotherapy, severity of pain
from breast cancer, stressful events, social supports, fever and diarrhea
symptoms after receiving chemotherapy. The predictive power was
23.9% (R = .239) of the variance. The factors which predicted
depression are fatigue symptoms before receiving chemotherapy,
social support, stressful events, age of diagnosis to breast cancer,
age and anemia symptoms after receiving chemotherapy. The predictive
power was 27.9% (R = .279) of the variance.

Conclusion : This study found the level of anxiely and depression less than earlier
studies, but caring for patients to endure side effects is still important.
Because many factors which predicted anxiety and depression are
side effects after receiving chemotherapy, social supports, stressful
event, age of diagnosis and age. Consequently, treatment of breast
cancer patients receiving chemotherapy should focus on reduction of
patients showing disturbing symptoms and lessening the treatment
complications. Moreover, being alert on patients’ emotional reactions

is essential.
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faRusAuLls R R? B Beta t Sig.

waulindundalAiafivhiin 0.307 0.094 1.937 0.307 4.942 0.000**
ﬂ’)'\N;‘uLLN"}’mﬂQWNL’gUﬂQﬂ 0.387 0.150 0.768 0.239 3.392 0.000**
wan1sniANLATEA AR 0.418 0.175 0.992 0.165 2.669 0.008*
usardLayun A 0448 0.201 -1.102 -0.162 -2.724 0.007*
FldndslAiafivnga 0.474 0.224 1.199 0.164 2.644 0.009*
vieudevadliiafitingg 0.489 0.239 1.237 0.127 2.130 0.034*
FnAah 0.110 0.068 0.946

*p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01

=l a :l/ . . . . e O
A19190 6. LL@@NN@“']TQLﬂ?qzvfﬂﬂﬂ@ﬂww@‘muuumumﬂu (StepW|se Multlple Regressnon AnaIySIs) ﬁQQﬂV]quqﬂ
aa ) - P 2 a v ay ve al o o
wumaﬁlﬂnﬁqz’ﬁuLﬂi"l'LuQﬂ’JEIN:LNLﬂﬂuuﬂiﬂi“ljﬂ’]LﬂNU’]‘]_Im

faumaunls R R? B Beta t Sig.

saumdnna i iitinge 0.313 0.098 2.627 0.313 5.043 0.000**
wRATLAYUNNAIAN 0.382 0.146 -1.867 -0.219 -3.615 0.000**
wansalanaetenludin 0.440 0.194 1.654 0.219 3.711 0.000*
angldFuNsAtadedunzSadiun 0.497 0.229 0.777 0.193 3.248 0.001**
a1gilaqiiy 0.512 0.262 0.759 0.182 3.199 0.002**
Tafimsnanaslafuanaiiing 0.528 0.279 1.346 0.134 2.320 0.021*
AR -2.384 -1.139 0.256

P < 0.05, ** p < 0.01
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