oy
UNAINNHLFH

miwmimwummaammumauﬂmimanmﬂmq
TUPISHITENIanISEYINg (mam\ 2)

a a o A a %
LANET TIUIITNA

Chumnijarakij T. The randomized allocation of patients to clinical
trials. Chula Med J 1984 Feb; 28 (2) : 95-112

Randomized controlled clinical trials have gained widespread
acceptance among clinical investigators for evaluating the
therapeutic benefits of new as well as standard therapies. The
term ‘“‘randomized allocation” in the context of clinical trials,
refers to the assignment of treatments to patients using a chance
procedure. Usually a randomized allocation is made using a
table of random numbers.

There are several ways of implementing randomized allocations
in clinical trials. Firstly, “Completely random design”, or simple
randomization, which is the most elementary kind of randomization
and is the kind which is carried out in many studies. One prepares
a listing of the two treatments according to a table of random
numbers. A simple way to do this is to have the even numbers
in the table refer to the assignment of treatment A, and odd
numbers to the assignment of treatment B. Secondly, “Stratification
and randomization”, in order to avoid bias situation which may
arise in completely random design. The investigators can stratify
the patients according to their important factors which may
significantly affect response and then follow with simple
randomization. Thirdly, “Randomized complete block design”
consists of ; deviding the patients into several blocks or groups
of equal size. These blocks are usually formed corresponding to
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obvious and simple.

the chronological time in which the patients enter the trial.
Within each block of patients, assign the treatments so that
there is an equal allocation for each treatment. The grouping is
done in the chronological order of patient entry. Then within
each group randomly assign the patients to each treatment. This
will ensure that after every patient assignment, there will be an
equal number of patients on each treatment.

The advantage of the Randomized complete block design is
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