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Laisnitsarekul B, Suwangool P, Pongprasit P, Sangsubhan C, Tantayaporn P.
Medical skill handbook and its usefulness, problems, possible ways to improve
it, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University. Chula Med J 1985 Dec;

29(12) : 1305-1312

It was our purpose to study the usefulness of medical skill handbooks
of 3 departments, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Otolaryngology and Pediatrics in
the academic year 1984, the problems encountered, directions toward solving
these problems and the student medical skill competencies.

Questionnaires were distributed to 98 sixth-year medical students of
the academic year 1984 at the Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University,
of which 86.73 percent were returned.

The findings were as follow :

1. Medical skill handbooks were useful because they helped medical
students prepare for their lessons to know critical errors, to organize the steps
in clinical performance and improve confidence.

2. The problems encountered were the lack of time for practice, in
adequate description and unfamiliarity with the handbooks.

3. Possible ways to solve these problems were giving more time for
practice, having advisors for the classes, giving the handbooks before the sessions.

4. Concerning competencies, sixth-year medical students in the academic
year 1984 could perform more medical skills by themselves than sixth-year
medical students and interns in the academic years 1979-1980 and 1981-1982
respectively.
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Table 1. Percent of medical students who performed Pediatrics medical skills

Level of ability Automatism | Control | Imitation | No case
Skill
1. Exchange transfusion via 83.33 14.29 2.38 -
umbilical vein
2. Gastric lavage 94.18 3.53 2.35 -
3. Intramuscular injection 100.00 - - -
4. Subdural tap 58.82 9.41 23.53 8.24
5. Oxygen inhalation via nasal 95.29 - 1.18 1.18 2.35
catheter . -
6. Lumbar puncture in Pediatrics 100.00 - - -
7. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation 75.29 16.47 8.24 -
8. Intravenous infusion via scalp vein 98.82 1.18 - -
9. Venepuncture from external 94.18 1.18 2.35 2.35
Jugular vein
10. Venepuncture from femoral vein 100.00 - - -
11. Venepuncture from peripheral vein 100.00 - - -
12. Subcutanous injection 98.82 - 1.18 -
13. Intradermal injection 98.82 - - 1.18
14. Capillary puncture 100.00 - - -
15. Tepid sponge 95.29 2.35 2.35 -
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#a Normal labor, Mediolateral episiotomy
and Repair, Dilation and curettage, Tubal
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Table 2. Percent of medical students who performed Obstetrics and Gynecology medical

skills
Level of ability

Skill Automatism | Control | Imitation | No case
1. Amniotomy 94.12 - 2.35 3.53
2. Normal labor 100.00 - - -
3. Mediolateral episiotomy & Repair 100.00 - - -
4. Dilation and curettage 100.00 - - -
5. Transvaginal pudendal nerve block - 96.47 - 3.53 -
6. Tubal ligation 100.00 - - -
7. Low forceps extraction 100.00 - - -
8. Vacuum extraction 98.82 - 1.18 -
9. Manual removal of placenta 35.29 24.71 36.47 3.53
10. Culdocentesis 22.35 24.71 48.24 4.70
11. Punch biopsy of cervix 40.00 23.53 36.47 -
12. Assisted breech delivery 14.21 30.59 55.29 -
13. Insertion of 1.U.D. (Multiload) 100.00 - - -
14. Removal of 1.U.D. 97.64 - 1.18 1.18
15. Low transverse cesarean section 100.00 - - -
16. Pap smear 100.00 - - -

Table 3. Percent of medical students who performed Otolaryngology medical skills

Level of ability

Skill Automatism | Control | Imitation | No case
1. Remove F.B. from nose 73.81 8.33 14.29 3.57
2. Remove F.B. from throat 48.81 14.29 27.38 9.52
3. Remove F.B. from ear 75.00 9.52 11.90 3.58
4. Anterior nasal packing 88.10 7.14 4.76 -
5. Cauterization of epistaxis 18.07 8.43 24.10 49.40
6. Posterior packing 8.43 19.28 57.83 14.46
7. AW.O. 16.87 26.51 48.19 8.43
8. Tracheostomy 54.76 25.00 19.05 1.19
9. Nasal polypectomy 25.00 25.00 46.43 3.57
10. Vestibular function tests 20.73 10.97 56.10 12.20
11. Direct Laryngoscopy 59.76 9.76 28.05 2.43
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