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Kulkumthorn M, Kraivichian P, Yingyourd P, Buhngamongkol P, Akaraborvorn
P. Opisthorchiasis : A study on the effective dosages of Praziquantel in cases
with and without symptoms. Chula Med J 1986 Dec; 30(12) : 1209- 1218

Of 98 patients who had opisthorchiasis (Opisthorchis viverrini), there
were 67 and 31 without symptoms. Of those without symptom 33 and 34 were
randomly placed into groups I and II, while 17 and 14 of those with symptoms
were placed into group III and IV. Cases in group I and III received prazi-
quantel as a single, after dinner dose of 40 mg/kg body weight, while cases
in groups Il and IV received 25 mg/Kg after meals 3 times for one day. .

The cure rates on day 60 after treatment were 100%, 100%, 76.5%
and 92.9% for groups I, II, III and IV respectively. Mild and transient side-
effects were noted in group I, III (30%) and groups II, IV (35.4%).

From this study the recommended dosage regimen for praziquantel in
the treatment of opisthorchiasis is a single after dinner dose of 40 mg/Kg,
and 25 mg/Kg after meals 3 times for one day in severe cases.
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Table 1. Division of four groups in detail.
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Groups Dosage No. Of patient Age (Range) Weight (Range) Range* Symptoms
(mg/kg body wt.) male female (Average) (Average) Kg. (EPG)
1 (40) sigle dose 20 13 17-62 42-68 100-900
(36.4) (52.8) Symptomless
11 (25) three times 16 18 16-58 40-65 100-1,000
in one day (33.2) (51.4)
I (40) single dose 10 7 16-60 42-72 1,500-100,000) Dyspeptic flatuence,
(34.8) (58.6) diarrhoea and pain
over the liver region.
v (25) three times 8 6 10-50 43-73 2,500-150,000 {One of each group
in one day (36.5) (56.2) had a moderate
jaundice.
EPG* = Number of eggs per gramme of faeces.
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Table 2. The results of treatment of opisthorchiasis cases with Praziquantel in the four

groups.
Dosage No. of Pre-Rx Post-Rx (on Day 60)
Group (mg/kg body wt.) patients EPG (GM)* No. negative/ Cure rate %
(Range) No. examined
I (40) single dose 33 531.9 33/33 100
. (100-900)
11 (25) three times 34 393.9 34/34 100
in one day (100-1,000)
II1 (40) single dose 17 21035.7 13/17 76.5
(1,500-100,000)
v (25) three times 14 28353.3 13/14 92.9
in one day (2500-150,000)

*EPG = eggs per gramme of faeces; GM = geometrical mean.
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Tabie 3. The side effects of praziquantel in the patients comprising 30% and 35.4%,

following administration of drug.

Group : Dosage I & I 40 mg/kg II & IV 25 mg/kg t.i.d.
PT. with side effect 15/50 (30%) 17/48 (35.4%)
Abdominal pain 4 5

Headache 2 5

Dizziness 3 6

Nausea 1 2

Vomiting | 2

"Diarrhea 2 3

Lassitude 5 6

Sleepiness - 1
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Table 4. Comparision on results of the other treatments.

Dosage No. of Pre-R, Cure rate References
(mg/kg body wt.)  patients EPG (GM) (%)
(Range)
(40) single dose 154 20,111.2 76 Viravan®
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