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Thaithumyanon P, Bhongsvej S. Gonococcal ophthalmia neonatorum. Chula
Med J 1986 Jan ; 30 (1) : 47-51

Among 51,596 infants born at Chulalongkorn hospital between 1982-85,
40 cases of gonococcal ophthalmia were diagnosed, (0.78/1000 live births). All
of these belonged to mothers of low socioeconomic status whose perinatal com-
plications were fever in 5, gonococcal arthritis in 1 and sacroiliaitis of unknown
etiology in another. Positive eye discharge cultures for Neisseria gonorrhoeae
were identified in 8 out of 23 infants (35%). The culture was performed on
blood agar without using the special media for Meisseria gonorrhoeae. Organisms
grown from 3 infants were resisted to penicillin (37.5%) and from one infant
to both penicillin and kanamycin. While 33 infants were successfully treated
with intramuscular penicillin (82.5%), 7 responded to intramuscular kanamycin.
It is suggested that all neonates with conjunctivitis whose eye discharge smears
showed intracellular gram negative diplococci, should be immediately treated for
gonococcal opthalmitis. As data on the therapy is still limited, a well controlled
clinical trial is certainly needed. '
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