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Orcein staining for detection of Australia antigen (HBsAg) in paraffin
sections of liver biopsy”

Pongsepeera Suwangcol M.D,**

By using orcein staining on liver biopsy specimen in 203 patients it was found
that HB,Ag was positive in 12 cases (5.9%), of these 12 cases 4 (9.5%) were primary liver
cell cancer (total number of primary liver cell cancer were 42 cases) 2 cases (15.38%)
were chronic hepatitis (total number of chronic hepatitis were 13 cases), 5 cases (13.5%)
were cirrhosis (total cirrhosis were 37 cases) and one case (3.2%) from other cases (total
number of cases in this group were 31 cases). The incidence of HB,Ag in the liver cells
is therefore quite similar to those in the serum of blood donors, viral hepatitis, cirrhosis
and primary liver cell cancer reported by others from Thailand.

*Supported by the China Medical Board Research Grant 1977,
**Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University.
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