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Abstract of the foregoing article :
Extradural hemorrhage

Charas Suwanwela, M.D.,S.M.,F.A.C.S.

Chaturaporn Hongsaprabhas, M.D.
Seri Ruamsuk, M.D.

Soomboon Srikasikul, M.D.

The authors report an analysis of their experiences with 35 patients with
extradural hemorrhage encountered in the past 4 years. The classical text~book picture
of lucid interval and subsequent progressive deterioration was found in only 10 out of
35 patients (28.6 %). The rest showed variable clinical pictures; seven cases had
temporary improvement followed with progressive deterioration. Six patients had
extradural hemorrhage as a part of severe head injury with subdural hematoma and
cerebral contusion. They remained unconscious from the time of injury until admission.
Three patients were operated upon before deterioration developed. Chronic extradural
hemorrhage was encountered in nine patients. They had headache and mental confusion
for 5 to 26 days fbllowing the injury. Papilledema was found in these chronic cases
and the extradural hemorrhage was found upon investigation and operation.

The hematoma could occur anywhere inside the cranium but it was most
common at the temporal and parietal region. Radiographic examination of the skull
was done in 25 patients and fracture was found in only 16 (64%); 12 linear and 4
depressed. Many aspects of the diagnostic and therapeutic problems were discussed.

Of the 35 patients, 2 died before any operative procedure was undertaken.
Seven postoperative death was found among 33 patients making the operative mortality
of '21.2 %. The over all mortality was 25.7 % . The mortality was high in palients who

had associated cerebral contusion and also in children.





