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The use of lasers to correct refractive errors has become an established clinical
procedure in many countries. Excimer laser photorefractive keratectomy (PRK) is the
tretment of choice to correct low to moderate myopia. For myopia up to about - 6.00
diopters, PRK appears to be generally safe, exhibiting acceptable accuracy, predictability
and stability. For high degrees of myopia laser in situ keratomileusis (LASIK) may prove
to be a more appropriate procedure, but long-term follow-up is needed. Hyperopic PRK
and holmium:yttrium-aluminium-garnet thermokeratoplasty are still considered
investigational methods, and for newer technologies, such as solid-state lasers, human trials

are being launched.
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