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Concerning R. equi infection in Thailand among patients with AIDS , there is a report of
newly diagnosed pulmonary infection caused by this pathogen in patients with human
immunodeficiency virus infection :” Report of 29 Cases From Chiang Mai “ in a sole period of
2.5 years (1993 -1995). Consequently, the true prevalence of the R. equi infection and its
impact on clinical practice as well as the social and economic burdens , requires systematic
approaches and research .

With the present and pertinent knowledge, bearing in mind infection by R. equi as one
of the differential diagnosis in cases of cavitary pneumonia with subacute evolution in the more
advanced stage of the HIV-positive patients wiith low CD4 counts , especially if Ziehl-Nielssen
stains of sputum samples are negative for mycobacteria, accompanied with meticulous
laboratory investigations is the sine qua non for early diagnosis and management. Treatment
should consist of two phases: an initial bacteremic phase that requires an intravenously
administered antibiotic combination therapy with proven bactericidal effect in both serum and
tissues and the following phase of orally administered maintenance combination therapy in out-
patient department seftings, using drugs that reach high intracellular concentrations to destroy
the intraphagocytic forms responsible for therapeutic failures and relapses. Information on the

complete length of treatment has not yet been definitely established.
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