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Sampatanukul P, Warakamin S, Uekul W, Dusitsin N. The campaign for the
screening of early cervical cancer in rural Thailand: its value, problems and
resolution. Chula Med J 1996 May;40(5): 345-355

The prevalence of cervical cancer in Thailand is still very high. According to
the International Agency for Research-on Cancer (IARC, WHO), the incidence
reported by Chiengmai and Khonkaen Cancer Registry ranks at 10 and 14 respec-
tively in the world records. Campaigns on special occasion to promote a widespread
early cervical cancer screening are vital to reach myriad of underprivileged women
in villages who have otherwise never had a Papanicolaou (PAP)test. Moreover, with
campaigning approach, women are much less bashful and are happy to bring along
relatives and friends for the service. The main-problem during the campaigns has
been the amassed and immense number of slides beyond the capacity of the existing
facilities and personnel, leading to a huge backlog of unread slides.

The authors have developed and tested a new short-term training model to
teach medical technicians who routinely work with a microscope to be able to befp
screen cervical Pap smears during the mass screening programs. The results from 3
field trials demonstrated that through the proposed model, it was feasible under
proper supervision of a cytopathologist to train those technicians to do the job satis-
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factorily. A large proportion of slides which showed no dysplastic cells were
screened out, leaving a manageable number of abnormal slides for the professional
cytologists or cytopathologists to read. This approach can be used as a stopgap
measure for resolving the present problem.

Presently the screening technology using Infrared spectroscopy is being
developed progressively in Canada, and lately has been shown to be simple, inexpen-
sive and very promising. This technique would be in the near future the answer to the

mass screening campaigns in Thailand.

Key words: Campaign, Screening, Pap smear, Cervical cancer.
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Learning contents

DAY LECTURE TOPICS

PRACTICAL WORK

1 Cells, Classify as epithelial

cells and background cells; large,

medium and small epithelial cells.

Use and care of microscope,

Identify small epithelial cells

Pen mark

2 Normal and abnormal epithelial cells P (passed) cells and Q (questioned) cells
3 Good and Poor smears P (passed) cells and Q (questioned) cells
4 Reporting system Reporting

5 Exact Q cells : feature and significance Identify exact Q cells

6 Screener’s role and limitation/Atrophic smears Identify exact Q cells

7 memmmmmmeeee- Practise unknown 20 slides -----=---==---—~c-cme—-—ao-

8 W me—mme——meee- Practise unknown 20 slides --=~---==--==--=-c-------——-

9  mmmmmmmee———- Test 25 slides = —==----em--mmmmmoomemeeo-

10 cmmmmmmmm—meo Test 30 slides
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REPORT OF CERVICAL SMEAR
IN MASS SCREENING PROGRAM

Part 1 ADEQUACY

( ) look enough

() not enough

small epithelial cells ( ) seen ( ) not seen

Part 2 BACKGROUND

() clean

( ) mildly or moderately inflamed

( ) severely inflamed

() presence of red blood cells
Part 3 EPITHELIAL CELLS

() passed (all P cells)

() questioned (presence of Q cells)

( ) atrophic pattern

Part 4 CONCLUSION
( ) Negative
( ) Atrophic pattern
() Repeat due t0.....cccecerreeeurrcrrenennes
() CIN (state severity)......c.coorerreerene

() CA (type Of)eoereerrserrsesen
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