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Sindhuphak S, Limpongsanurak S, Tasanapradit P, Ithipong P, The afterhours vasectomy service
at Thatthong Health Research Centre, 1980-1986. Chula Med J 1990 Mar; 34(3): 215-221

Vasectomy offers a very simple yet effective means of sterilization for men who have completed
their families. It can be carried out as an outpatient procedure in a small set-up outside the hospital.
The Institute of Health Research, Chulalongkorn University, has organized a vasectomy programme
at the That Thong Health Research Centre, to provide the afterhours service to the public on Saturday
afternoons since January 1980. Between 1980-1986, a total of 1,032 men were sterilized at this clinic
Jor various reasons, mainly for family planning. The results were very encouraging and similar to
those reported by Tangchai et al. at Chulalongkorn Hospital between 1976-1980 both in the general
characteristics of acceptors as well as in the operative complication rates. However, the number of
acceptors with higher education and good income increased significantly in this report.

Reprint request: Sindhuphak S, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Faculty of Medicine,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.
Reprint for publication. January 25, 1990
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TABLE 1. HOME LOCATION. OF CASES.
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PROVINCES NO. OF CASES PERCENT
BANGKOK 712 69.0
CENTRAL PART OF THAILAND,

OTHER THAN BANGKOK 301 29.1
NORTHERN PART OF THAILAND 10 1.0
SOUTHERN PART OF THAILAND 5 0.5
UNKNOWN 4 04
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TABLE 2. NUMBER OF CASES PER YEAR.

YEAR NO.OF CASES PERCENT
1983 170 16.5
1984 301 29.1
1985 358 34.7
1986 203 19.7
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TABLE 3. AGE DISTRIBUTION

AGE (YR) NO.OF CASES PERCENT
<20 4 0.4
20-29 248 24.0
30-39 578 56.0
>40 201 19.5

UNKNOWN 1 0.1

X £SD =343+ 6.7
RANGE 19 — 61

TABLE 4. INCOMES PER MONTH.

INCOME NO.OF CASES PERCENT
(BAHT/MONTH)

< 2000 76 7.4

2,000-3,999 439 42.5

4,000-6,999 388 37.5

> 7,000 129 12.5

X * S.D. = 4,100 * 180.25
MEDIAN 3,714.7 BAHT/MONTH
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TABLE 5 : NUMBER OF CHILDREN.

d
PMAINIUOITFANT

NO.OF CHILDREN NO.OF CASES PERCENT
1 58 5.6
2 561 54.4
3 255 24.7
>3 116 11.2
UNKNOWN 42 4.1
X +SD. =25%1.0
RANGE 1- 8
TABLE 6 : AGE OF LAST CHILD.
AGE OF LAST CHILD NO.OF CASES PERCENT
< 1YR 304 29.5
1-2 YR. 234 22.7
3-5 YR. 186 18.0
>5YR. 195 18.8
UNKNOWN 113 10.9

X *SD. =3.1X 3.1
RANGE < 1 MONTH - 28 YEARS
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TABLE 7. SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT VASECTOMY.

SOURCE NO. OF CASES PERCENT
HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 393 38.1
VASECTOMIZED MEN 282 27.3
POSTERS 188 18.2
PLANNED PARENTHOOD ASSOCIATION 64 6.2
WIVES/COUSINS 61 59
NEWSPAPERS 8 0.8
RADIO & TV 8 0.8
PAMPHLETS 2 0.2
NOT STATED 26 ' 2.5

TABLE 8. REASONS FOR VASECTOMY.

REASONS NO. OF CASES PERCENT
ECONOMIC PURPOSE 869 84.2
PREFERRED PERMANENT CONTROL 55 53
HEALTH PROBLEM 47 4.6
WIFE NEED 26 2.5
NOT STATED 35 3.4
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