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T, Suksankraisorn U, Wongtavarawat V, Muntoclilok V, Satarasathit V, Boonyongratanakul V,
Archvanuntakul V Songjitratana K. Malnutrition among school children at Huatanon Subdistrict,
Panusnikom District. Chonburi Province. Chula Med 1990 Mar; 34 (4) : 193-196

Health interview and health examination surveys were conducted to determine the prevalence
of malnutrition and potential risk factors of this condition among school children at Huatanon Subdistrict,
Panusnikom District, Chonburi Province. The prevalence of malnutrition was 17.6%. However, we
could not find any association between potential risk factors (e.g. parents’ education, income and
Jamily size) and malnutrition. There are some limitations in this study which are discussed.
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Table 1. Prevalence of malnutrition among 569 school children at Huathanon Subdistrict, Panasnikom.

No. children

No. Children

Examined with malnutrition
No %
Male 293 48 16.4
Female 276 52 18.8
Total 569 100 17.6

Table 2. Distribution of malnutrition by age group.

Age No. Children No. Children C malnutrition
(yrs) Examined No %
6 1 0 0
6-7 25 6 24.0
7-8 67 16 239
89 101 8 7.9
9-10 97 25 25.8
10-11 89 9 10.1
11-12 101 17 16.8
12-13 72 7 9.7
13-14 12 1 8.3
> 14 5 1 20.0
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Table 3. Association between possible risk factors and malnutrition.

Possible Risk Factors X2 p-value Interpretation
Marital status 0.03 P >0.05 N.S.
Mother’s age 0.57 P > 0.05 N.S.
Father’s age 0.28 P > 0.05 N.S.
Education of mother 0.57 P > 0.05 N.S.
Education of father 0.0009 P > 0.05 N.S.
Income 0.14 P > 0.05 N.S.
Family size 0.00006 P > 0.05 N.S.
Absent from school 0.28 P > 0.05 N.S.

NS = non significance
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