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Pachotikarn C. Ketoconazole. Chula Med J 1984 Jan; 29 (1) :103—-114

Ketoconazole, a new imidazole antifungal agent, is of special
interest because of its broadspectrum activity and oral efficacy. Its
antifungal spectrum ranges from Candida species and dermatophytes
to systemic pathogenic fungi. Ketoconazole acts by inhibiting
ergosterol synthesis in the fungal cell membrane. In man, peak serum
concentration of 3.6 pg/ml is obtained at two hours after a 200 mg
dose. It has been shown to be effective in the treatment of superficial
and deep mycoses such as chronic mucocutaneous candidosis, para-
coccidioidomycosis and histoplasmosis. The side effects reported have
been minor, such as nausea and pruritus. Hepatitis associated with
ketoconazole therapy have been reported. Liver function values become
transiently abnormal and symptomatic hepatitis occured in some
patients. However, the incidence is low. Periodic liver function tests

should be performed during ketoconazole therapy.
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