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A recently marked global resurgence of tuberculosis (TB), in accompanying with the
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) pandemic, has heighten worldwide concern about the risk
of TB infection in healthcare providers. With the increase in multidrug-resistant TB, the risk was
more serious. Much of the current understanding about nosocomial TB transmissions, however,
arises from western countries. Little is known about the risk of such transmission in developing
countries.

Topics covered in present article include pathogenesis and transmission of tuberculosis,
theoretical basis for its nosocomial transmission, factors associated with TB exposure outside
healthcare facilities, host characteristics affecting the risk of TB infection and disease
development, and magnitudes of TB risk among healthcare workers in developed and developing
countries. Lastly, the estimated numbers of healthcare workers potentially at risk for the TB in

Thailand was also presented.
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