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Patient safety is the fundamental basis of health care system. In developed countries,
many studies indicated that adverse events cause substantial number of preventable deaths
and disabilities. In Thailand, this circumstance is still unknown. This paper is to summarize the
local and international studlies about patient safety for developing the safer heatlh care system
in Thailand. Literatures was reviewed concerning patient safety from Thai Index Medicus and
Pubmed.

Few studies about patient safety were done in Thailand. Most of them are case reports
of harm from special procedures and surgery. But increasing numbers of malpractice claims
fo the Medical Council indicates growing concern about patient safety. Various studies from
developed countries state adverse events in hospitalized patients are ranged from 4 - 17 %
and 27 - 54 % of them are preventable. Most of them occur to complicated surgical patients.
Over 80 % of adverse events are caused by human errors under latent system failure. Learning
from high reliability organizations may apply for the safety of the health care system. In
Thailand, Hospital Accreditation plays significant role in promoting patient safety by using
risk management program.

To enhance patient safety, contribution of all stakeholders, attitude changing on
human errors, promotion of research in development of safer health system for all levels of

care are essential.
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